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salvation! That the editorship of the Revue Historique should be in
the hands of a Monod was one of the most ominous signs of the
betrayal of France to the enemies within the gates I1
If the admission of Protestants to authority was dangerous, if it
meant allowing them to display their hereditary rancour against
those elements which had made France great in spite of the spirit of
the Reformation, the question of the Jews was more urgent still.
For most of the Protestants, whatever their injustice to the memory
of Louis XIV, were Frenchmen, with only sentimental attachments
to outside influences. But the Jews were not Frenchmen, since their
tradition was autonomous and tribal; the Huguenots had revolted
from the true national tradition; the Jews had never entered it.
Moreover, their connections with other countries were not occa-
sional or haphazard. The Protestant Monods, with their Danish
and Swiss origin, were exceptional, but the international character
of the Jews was permanent. Cornelius Herz, the master of corrup-
tion in the Panama case, was typical; he was at home in every
country, and only returned to France, where he had been acciden-
tally born, to plunder her. Herz, the Reinach family, the Jews who
had rallied to Dreyfus, were all capable of moving elsewhere; their
whole life was not bound up with France; they might well say that
it was better that France should be ruined than that Dreyfus should
be unjustly condemned, for the very emotions which made them
prefer Dreyfus to France were those which made real Frenchmen
prefer France to Dreyfus,
M. Maurras has a more fundamental objection to Jewish
influence than its role in high finance or its international con-
nections. The simple-minded assaults of Drumont, the more
sophisticated racial theories of Barrcs, do not dwell enough on
the real Jewish menace, the Bible. The great merit of the Roman
Church is that it has disciplined the Bible; that it has drawn
as much of the poison from that book as it could. There still remains
a good deal of it to mislead simple-minded people like Marc
Sangnier but, since, alas, the Magnificat is there, we can at least
be grateful that the Church does not encourage private exegesis of
1 M. Maurras's anger against the Monods did not keep its original intensity.
Some younger members of the family gave proof of their patriotism and, M.
Maurras was informed, the happy fortune of residence on the favoured soil of
France had made the young women of the family pretty, although the family
tradition was quite the other way!